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o... Spring 2020. It's been a doozy. A season to remember. Unfortunately, you probably won't remember 
doing any ghost hunting. Unless you are a paranormal podcaster or live in your own haunted house, you are 
presumably like me-cooped up at home with nothing supernatural to do. All paranormal conventions and 

group ghost hunts canceled until further notice. As I type this, every paranormal investigator I know is itching to get 
back out into the field. TV shows, movies, and books might be able to tide one over, but there's nothing like actually 
being in the thick of things oneself. 

S
Now some people are getting out a little. People who are deemed essential workers like my daughters, who both 
work in the medical field. As a teacher, I've been required to work from home. And making the transition from being 
hands-on to being remote has been quite the challenge. I've been making videos because they say the kids are 
comforted by and best learn with our presence, even distantly. Here's a little run-down of what that looks like for me:

1. Take a shower, do my hair, and get dressed in real clothes (maybe even don my white lab coat if I'm 
going to do a science video) (30-40 minutes)

2. Collect whatever supplies/visual aids I need (15-20 minutes)

3. Set up the Chromebook to the perfect height and distance to accommodate the scene. (10-15 minutes)

4. Check the background. Clean the room or otherwise conceal a mess (10 minutes)

5. Smile, start video (1 minute)

6. Restart the video as many times as it takes to sound reasonably self-assured and get the point across (5-60 
minutes)

7.  Wait for the video to save in "Files" (5- 10 minutes)



8.  Wait while the video is transferred from "Files" to "Drive" (5-10 minutes)

9.  Wait for the video to process in "Drive" (this literally took 24 hours one time)

10.  Watch the video to make sure everything is OK (1-10 minutes)

11.  Cry hysterically when I find the video for some reason has no sound (5-50 minutes)

12.  Shoot a text to my younger, more tech-savvy teammates to ask why my video has no sound (5 minutes)

13.  Play around with my equipment as if I know what I'm doing and assuring myself that pressing a few buttons and
clicking a few apps will make everything work correctly (30-120 minutes)

14.  Start the process all over again at Step 5. (Unless it has indeed taken 24 hours to process the video,  
then start at Step 1)

Now, most of us know (hopefully) that when we watch any hour-long paranormal show that there were hours and 
hours (conceivably days) worth of footage to go through to find the nuggets worthy of airing on TV. And even though
I included the length of time each step of my process takes, that honestly wasn't the point. The point was Step 11. 
No matter how long and carefully we prepare, technology will find a way to screw things up. Or, maybe more frankly,
it's our use of technology that's screwing things up.

I've said it before, and I'll say it again, I'm not a massive fan of a lot of the gadgets touted as ghost detectors. That 
KII meter hit means there's a fluctuation in the magnetic field. Could a spirit be manipulating the EMFs? Sure. Is that
definitely what it is? No. Is that stick figure dancing around on your Kinect SLS cool to watch? Yes. Is it a spirit? Not 
necessarily. Is that voice you heard coming from the spirit box a preternatural being making contact? Possibly. Is it a
voice from a radio station? Probably.

Frequently I feel like my mom and dad grumbling about this stuff. I often tell them that no matter how much they 
don't like and are confused about all the technology out there, it's here to stay. And it has turned out to be the lifeline
between teachers and their students during this Coronavirus quarantine. So that's a good thing. The same goes for 
the paranormal field. Investigators are continually upgrading or creating new devices to help us contact the other 
side. Sometimes I see "outlandish contraptions" and want to roll my eyes heavenward while close-mindedly whining,
"What? Why?" But those devices usually are measuring something, like EMF or temperature fluctuations or full-
spectrum fields of vision. And while they might not be determining definitive spirit activity, they could be leading us in
the direction of proof. And THAT is a super-cool thing. Using a mix of the new technology with the old, common-
sense investigation techniques in a haunted location seems like the perfect way to spend an evening. Once we can 
go places again, that is. There's probably someone who is using this sequestered time right now to create a new 
device. It won't be this technological-challenged soul. In an attempt not to be a curmudgeon, though, I am trying to 
learn more about technology. As a matter of fact, I recently acquired this pearl of knowledge: make sure the internal 
microphone is turned up before you record any videos on your Chromebook.

“Maybe Zak Bagans isn't so wrong about EVERYTHING”



Fringe Poll

What is your favorite piece of equipment and why?

Kelly S:  I like the good ol' KII. I'm not convinced of its effectiveness as a stand-alone piece of equipment, but I think
it could lead to areas that might have activity. 

Dave B:  I think aside from the good ol' voice recorder, my favorite piece of equipment might not technically be 
equipment. i think it's the overall attitude while doing this or maybe even the reasoning someone has for doing it. 
and how they go about it and conduct themselves. 

One of my favorite things about the majority of all the paranormal shows i've seen is learning about the history of the
locations and the people who may have made it signficant.Not to talk bad about anyone who has their own show but
I feel like when you put so much extra nonsense into a program like, the creepy music and overdramatic recreations 
and, especially, highly unnecessary overreactions that it just drops the credibility of whatever you might accomplish 
or catch. 

I have a heard time believing anyone who catches an orb or walks into a cold room and the first thing they try to do 
is convince you that it's something demonic. I understand the point of tv shows but too many of them come across 
as scripted and fiction instead of informational or just real. 

So what's my point? I guess a good sense for what you're doing is the best piece of equipment you can have. I just 
think there's quite a bit to lump into that

Andy M:  My favorite piece of equipment would be the Tascam  DR-05  handheld recorder. This thing is 
awesome!!!   The sensitivity of this unit is unmatched. It records in .wav and mp3 format and can record for up to 17
hours. It can also be mounted to a tripod. When not being used in a paranormal setting, it also records in concert 
quality. No matter how loud the music is, the results are amazingly clear and crisp.

We haven't caught anything paranormal yet.  When we used it in conjunction with our other recorders,  we were 
able to debunk supposed evps we thought we had captured on the other devices because the sensitivity of the 
Tascam has a further distance of recording. We were easily able to figure out that some supposed evps we had 
captured on our other recorders were actually outside noise contamination (vehicle noise, train noise, etc)

Andrea M: I would have to say a good old voice recorder. There's so many uses for it that we have discovered 
through trial and error. For example, pre-recording questions and then using that as the EVP session. Also 
recording music on it and playing it back like when we were in the West Virginia state prison and then we had lots
of responses with the other devices activating. There's nothing more thrilling when you hear that voice or word or 
message that you know was not said when you were there originally 

“Maybe this cemetery investigation isn't such a good idea”



Fringe Poll cont.

Lisa: Favorite pieces of equipment for me are often the simplest ones we use in the field.

Audio Recorder - it's easy to use and can be tested by a professional in the technical industry. Plus the thrills and 
chills you get when you here a voice come through is incomparable to anything else

Compass - Very straight forward. You can tell when electromagnetic fields are thrown off without question

Myself - It's kind of an out of the box answer but I feel I'm the best tool. I know how I think, react, and how to 
deduct and logically reason in investigative environments

BooBuddy - I recently got to observe this cute piece of equipment and it's pretty cool. It registers changes in 
temperature, EMF, and motion.  Plus, it's really cute 

Amanda D: There's so many tools, new and old, that are so fun! It's hard for me to pick just one. There's a lot I've 
gotten to try out and found useful in providing evidence. But I would have to say honestly, though not exactly a 
"ghost hunting tool", I love using music in investigations. I've found it seems to stir up quite a bit of energy and I think
hearing music is something ghosts may not get to enjoy often, if ever. And who doesn't like music? Think of how 
long it may have been for them? And a lot of people don't think to use it. I have seen first hand the use of music 
generating intelligent responses in an investigation. If I had to go more traditional, I would pick the good old K2 
meter. It was my very first piece of technical equipment, so it's also sentimental. And I won't lie, every time that baby
goes off is exciting to me! Then when you realize you can't debunk it, and you're getting responses, it's an amazing 
feeling. To me, it's like no other feeling you can have, that you may not be alone 

Don C: I':m trying out the new EDI meter. Its very similar to the MEL meter but has a few extra functions. Its an 
all-in-one piece of equipment that also logs its readings so you can graph everything out later to see if there was 
any correlation between the readings and any alleged paranormal activity. So to illustrate: If, for example, we 
were to find that EVPs are continually occurring during times of high humidity, that would be a big step towards 
possibly predicting when we would get EVPs  and also perhaps altering the environment to increase the odds of 
obtaining EVPs.  We should always be on the look out for new equipment and even new ways of looking at 
existing equipment

No matter what your favorite piece of equipment is it's always a good idea to know how
it works and how to use it correctly. If you have experience investigating then you also 
know that sometimes your devices can interact with each other and this may, in turn, 
provide false readings

For example, when Kelly and I investigate with our team, Fringe Paranormal, at the 
school, we often use walkie talkies to communicate with team members throughout the
building. When using them we know that they can activate our Rem-pods and KII 
meters. When we get a new piece of equipment one of the things we do is test it to see
if and how it affects any of our other devices.

Social distancing can be good for equipment too



Tech Talk with Amy 

y favorite new piece of equipment is a MeterK EMF detector. This piece of equipment measures both 
fluctuations in temperature and electromagnetic radiation. The device can be handheld, or an alarm will 
signal any significant changes. I like this feature, because my team has a few that we can leave in 

different locations, making it more versatile than the traditional K-2. It also has an optional back light. The thing I 
like the most about this device is that while it has features similar to more costly meters, it is much cheaper. I got 
mine for only $30.  However, as with many devices that gain popularity, the price is increasing. Currently, it can be 
purchased for $45 on Amazon.  

M

Low-tech Ghost Hunting

While I have many pieces of equipment, I also enjoy using methods that do not rely on technology.  This is for 
several reasons. First, we are often trying to communicate with people from the past.  I sometimes wonder if it is off-
putting to have devices that beep and light up. Secondly, most items are readily available and cheap. Finally, they 
can also be used as historical trigger objects. 

Here are several different things that you can use for low-tech hunting: 

A compass can be used to measure fluctuations in EMF.

A storm glass can be used to measure changes in temperature and barometric pressure.  

Here are several items that can be used to see if a spirit is able to interact including:

Ball and jacks

Dominoes placed upright to topple

Toy cars

Wooden blocks

Marbles 

Antique tin clacker toys

While there are advantages to using everyday items, it does have its disadvantages.  Lighting can be a problem,
as well as eye strain. I often find myself wondering if an object has moved. I’d suggest using tape or chalk to 
mark a reference point.  As with any method, things may work in some locations and not others. I find being 
creative   energizes me, and possibly even the environment. Will you be trying something different on your next 
hunt? Perhaps a jack-in-the-box could pop up. Wouldn’t that be exciting and a little terrifying? 



Show and Tell

We don't know where exactly this photo was taken on the school grounds but you can see a portion of the school in
the center of the photo if you look closely. Perhaps that's a part of the school to the far right. It would be a short 
time later, four years, that the world would experience a deadly pandemic.

In 1918, a strain of influenza known as Spanish flu caused a global pandemic, spreading rapidly and killing 
indiscriminately. Young, old, sick and otherwise-healthy people all became infected, and at least 10% of 
patients died.

Estimates vary on the exact number of deaths caused by the disease, but it is thought to have infected a third of 
the world's population and killed at least 50 million people, making it the deadliest pandemic in modern history. 
Although at the time it gained the nickname "Spanish flu," it's unlikely that the virus  originated in Spain.

UPDATE ~ Our online booking system is still up and running to accept your reservations for future 
investigations. We have extended the availability of our “Alone” event as an option to replace those dates 
available for private team investigations. The “Alone” booking is $200 for one person and a guest, if desired. If 
you want to book a date as an “Alone” event rather than a private team investigation you will need to message 
us via Facebook. 

Thank you for your continued support! 

Don and Kelly

“Class is still in session!”

https://www.facebook.com/HauntedSouthMainSchool/

