
 

 

 

                                                           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Haunted South Main School Newsletter 

 

"When you find people who not only tolerate your quirks but celebrate them with glad cries of 

"Me, too!" be sure to cherish them. Because  those weirdos are your tribe." –Unknown 
 

  

Our tribe certainly makes its presence known in the fall! We at Fringe Paranormal cry "me, too!" when 
we see memes on social media that proclaim, "I've been waiting for Halloween since last Halloween" 
and "October is my favorite color." Spirit Halloween stores pop up, and we know we can browse creepy 
items without judgment. Our horror movie marathons all of a sudden seem "normal." But, paranormal 
lovers, there is a way we can connect with our clan throughout the year. In a word: conventions. 
 

 
  
Man, I (co-director Kelly) love a Con! From the celebrities and the vendors to the cosplayers and the 
awe-struck fans, conventions embrace us all as tribes-people. The cost is pretty reasonable, usually 
around $35, if you're going merely to browse and catch the vibe. It's extra if you want photos with celebs 
or anything from the vendors, of course. The sense of community is free! Here is my take on three of 
the bigger-name cons I've been to…. 
 

 



                             
 

 

 

 

 

 

 WALKER STALKER CONVENTION 

 

As its The Walking Dead inspired name implies, this 
convention is all things zombie. Well, most things 
zombie. The first time I attended a Walker Stalker 
Convention, it was June 2017. My daughters and I  
were taking a trip down to Senoia, GA, to visit the  
sites where they filmed seasons 1-4 of The Walking  
Dead. Walker Stalker Nashville just happened to be  
on the way and fit into our vacation time frame.  
When we got there, it was easy to check-in. The place 
was busy, but not too packed. There were lots of  
Walking Dead stars and I got my birthday picture 
taken with Jon Bernthal (Shane). If Melissa McBride (Carol) 
had been there, I would have got a photo with  
her, but alas, she was not scheduled to be at the convention 
until the next day. There were also lots of Sons of Anarchy 
stars. Unless the powers that be at Walker Stalker had a 
psychic vision that Ryan Hurst would eventually play Beta  
on TWD, I'm not sure why.   But my youngest daughter 
and I are fans of that show, too, so it was all right for us!  
Now for my PSA.  Fast forward to August 2019. Walker 
Stalker Cleveland - woohoo!  Close by, and we got 

tickets for the low price of "buy one get three free for the whole weekend!" Maybe that deal should  
have tipped us off. I'm afraid Walker Stalker is on the skids. A few months before our Cleveland 
convention, I started reading articles that celebs were pulling out of Walker Stalker because of shady 
practices. We went, but I almost felt bad for the vendors at the lack of attendance. We saw some  
fantastic free panels. I mean Chandler Riggs (Carl) and Sarah Wayne Callies (Lori) speaking together? 
Priceless! And Ryan Hurst was back, this time with an actual zombie show. 
But you could almost sense something wasn't quite right. They canceled Walker Stalker Nashville  
the next month, just two weeks before it was to occur. It looks as though Walker Stalker Atlanta is still  
a go in October. Because they film TWD in Georgia, this makes sense to me, but the verdict is out as 
to whether there will be any more Walker Stalkers after that. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

COMIC CON (Wizard World and Motor City) 

 
          I'm not sure if it was evident by the fact that I've attended Walker Stalker Conventions and spent a vacation 

in Senoia, Georgia, but I love all things Walking Dead! (Except the latest season of Fear the Walking Dead, 
but that's another story.) That love is what drew me to conventions in the first place, especially Comic Cons!  
The Walking Dead began as a graphic novel, after all, so it became spotlighted right next to Ironman and  
Captain America. 
The Comic Cons I've been to, though, tend to envelop all things fantasy and sci-fi. Star Wars, Mystery Science 
Theater 2000, and Game of Thrones are all shows and movies I don't associate with comic books, but  
they're all there! I even met Grant Wilson and Steve Gonsalves from the original Ghost Hunters at separate  
Wizard World Conventions. Unfortunately for us tightwads, security has gotten stricter since my maiden voyage 
to Comic Con. During our first visit in 2015, Fringe Co-director Don Danger Collins and I walked right up to  
Grant Wilson's table when no one else was there and chatted with him for about 15 minutes. We got our  
pictures taken with him. I bought a book that he and Jason Hawes wrote, and he autographed it. All for the price 
of said book. That has changed drastically. Don't even bother getting in a celebrity's line these days unless  
you're going to buy something. Shoot, they charge you $20 - $25 to get a selfie taken with them on your own 
phone! Now, I love these people, and I think a vast majority of them would enjoy just chatting and connecting  
with their fans. I don't hold  it against them. I'm sure their agents, not to mention Wizard World and Motor City,  
have bills to pay.  In the meantime, my people and I have gotten pretty good at taking stealthy paparazzi  
pictures. Fortunately, celebrities are just one of the many features at Comic Con. I never leave empty-handed 
because there’s always something I just have to have from one of the vendors. Also, unlike the unfortunate  
Walker Stalker, there always seems to be wall-to-wall like-minded fans. Lots of them are cosplayers who LOVE 
 to have their pictures taken! Overall, there's nothing quite like the vibe of a Comic Con. No matter who I meet 
 or what I see there, it always feels like a day well-spent. 
 

“Stealth Selfies” 

 

 
                                              Norman Reedus                  Alanna Masterson            Christopher Moore 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

       
 

Horror Hound 

(Indianapolis) 

 

My favorite! For the past three years, 

Dave Rhode from American Haunts 

 has invited Co-director Don and I  

to this fantastic event. The Walking  

Dead and other sci-fi/fantasy 

entertainment are near and dear to my 

heart, but horror books, shows, and 

movies were my first true love. Horror 

Hound Conventions have it all. The 

September 2019 Horror Hound had a  

"Fact or Fiction" room dedicated to 

Bigfoot hunters, paranormal 

 investigators, serial killer novelists, and 

podcasters of supernatural events.  

Another area was called "Mask Fest." 

 As its name implies, this area featured 

rows and rows of artists who create 

super-creepy, incredibly detailed masks. Vendors held court in yet another area of the convention. Want a Living  

Dead Doll? A "kid's first" Horror Coloring book?  A crossbody with a UFO and the words "I Want to Believe" 

printed on it that will become your official convention purse? Horror Hound's got it for you! Of course, Horror 

Hound has its celebrities. I actually paid to get a selfie with Giorgio Tsoukalos. I was also excited to see Lin Shaye 

and Patrick Wilson from Insidious, and Carla Gugino and Henry Thomas from The Haunting of Hill House.  

Not all of Horror Hound's celebrities are human, though. For example, not only was Justin Long from Jeepers 

Creepers there this year, so was Creeper and his Creeper truck! But my favorite-thing-of-all-time-at-any-convention 

award goes to "meeting" Christine, getting run over by her, and then getting her "auto"graph! The only drawback 

with Horror Hound is the drive. It's about four hours for me to drive to Indianapolis. However, my inner horror  

geek says it's well worth the trip! 

The thing is, although I'll never turn down a trip to a Con, one does not need to travel far or spend a lot of money 

to find fellow supernatural enthusiasts. Local paranormal groups are creating and holding paranormal conferences  

all the time! In early October, our friends at 222 Paranormal Podcast hosted a Toledo Bigfoot and Paranormal 

Conference. Michigan is hosting the Mid-Michigan Paranormal Conference on November 3 and the Old Mill 

ParaFest is on November 9. If you can wait until 2020, the ParaPsyCon will be held once again at the Mansfield 

Reformatory on May 2-3. There may or may not be "big name" celebrities at these events, but I guarantee members 

 of your tribe will be there! 

 

 



 

 

 

                                                                                            

 

 

 South Main Syllabus  

 

 
 

Don’t get left out. Check out what’s 

coming up… 

 

 

 

 
  10-16-19    Presentation at the Swanton Ohio branch library. 

 

    Don and Kelly discuss the paranormal with a focus on the school. Free  

     and open to the public 

 

 

           10-27-19   Spooks and Spokes Halloween bike Ride 

     The school is one of several stops on this Halloween bike ride sponsored by 

BikeBG           

    https://www.bgohio.org/bike-bg/ 

 

   10-28-19   The Dark Tour 

  South Main School is a proud participant in a guided tour that takes you to the 

various haunted locations around Bowling Green. Sponsored by Bowling Green 

Convention & Visitors bureau 

 

  http://visitbgohio.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Updated-2018-Dark-Tour.pdf 

 

 

10-31-19  Halloween Investigation 

Winners of the 2019 Halloween Paranormal Investigation Raffle explore the school 

 

 

 

11-8-19  “Alone” Event 

   One person, one night, alone investigating the South Main school.  

(Check website or message us for availability) 

                     https://hsmbooking.as.me/ 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bgohio.org/bike-bg/
http://visitbgohio.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Updated-2018-Dark-Tour.pdf
https://hsmbooking.as.me/


 

 

Show and Tell 

 
                 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                          

 

 
 

 

 

South Main Alumni Wall of Fame 
 

Most conventions are held in buildings with large meeting spaces. The school gym  

fits this description. It was used as a venue for sports, activities, plays and other  

school functions. During a special ceremony when the school closed in 2005, former 

teachers and students wrote their names on a portion of the gym wall. This wall serves 

not only as a salute to the old school but also a snapshot in time that we can use in  

our continuing research into the history of the school. The photos above are just a  

few examples of notes left on the wall. During the coming months we will restoring 

some of the blocks that have faded over time 

 

Don and Kelly 

 

PS: don’t forget to visit our new website  
https://hauntedsouthmainschool.wordpress.com/ 

 

 

https://hauntedsouthmainschool.wordpress.com/

