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I get by with a little help from my friends.
  ~ The Beatles

Disappointment.  No matter what endeavor you choose, you’re going to have 
some of it.  And so it happened for Fringe Paranormal last weekend.  Why were 
we so disheartened?  Well, a few years ago we were tapped by a team from 
Indiana called American Haunts to investigate the Christmas Story House in 
Cleveland and participate in what might become a new paranormal TV show.  
American Haunts has had some ups and downs, including the loss of one of its 
founding members, but co-founder Dave Rhode is still hard at work trying to get 
his show off the ground.  He even invited Fringe co-directors Don and Kelly to 
work with him at a booth at the Horror Hound convention in Cincinnati the last 
weekend of this past March.  We were pumped to attend!  At the last minute, 
though, Dave had transportation issues and had to cancel. Disappointing to say 
the least.  We were really looking forward to meeting new people and possibly 
promoting Haunted South Main School along with American Haunts.  We are 
sure, though, that Fringe will continue to collaborate with American Haunts in 
other ventures.



Having the weekend off gave us time to reflect, and we realized how lucky we 
are to work with so many great teams and people that are really helping us get 
Haunted South Main School off the ground so we can continue to restore and 
maintain the historic building.  Weston Paranormal has been our sister team since
our inception in 2009.  Mark Wright and Spectral Travels recorded a promo 
video for us.  We have possible future collaborations with 222 Paranormal 
Podcast, Toledo Ohio Ghost Hunters Society (TOGHS), and Haunted Toledo. All
of these teams have Facebook pages and are active in the paranormal community.

 

               At first I was sad                Then I was happy

                       You're always more productive if you work with others



                                                                            
Collaboration with other groups 
is great, but it’s also important 
that your own group is filled with
like-minded people.  In Fringe, 
some members can come to 
almost every investigation, others
we see only a few times a year.  
All are encouraged to check out 
places, equipment and theories 
whenever and wherever they can 
with or without the group as a 

whole.  Fringe member Amy Stacy is one of our best researchers.  When we 
asked our members if they’d like to contribute to our newsletter, Amy wrote the 
following which features a key piece of equipment most paranormal groups have 
in their arsenal:  The Mel Meter.   

____________________________________________
                                                                              

 
The Sad But True History

of the MEL Meter
By: Amy S

You have likely used a Mel Meter 8704, but do you know the tragic history 
behind its creation? The meter, which measures fluctuations in electromagnetic 
fields and temperature, is named after seventeen-year-old Melissa Galka.



On September 24, 2004, Gary Galka, who was particularly close with his 
daughter, could not fall asleep. He had a feeling of unease. “Why isn’t she home 
yet?” As he watched out the window, he was relieved to finally see headlights. 
“That must be Mel,” he thought. Instead, it was a frantic friend explaining 
Melissa lost control and hit a tree. He went to the scene and watched helplessly 
as firefighters used the jaws of life to remove his beautiful daughter from the car.
He followed the ambulance to the hospital. There, tests showed she suffered from
severe brain damage. Four days later, her family made the heartbreaking decision
to take her off life support.
Immediately, the family began to experience ADC, after death communication. 
Activity included touches, ringing doorbells and lights turning on and off. Full 
body apparitions were seen by her sisters and brother in law. Her father claims he
felt the bed depress, as she sat down and placed her hand on his chest.
To better understand the paranormal, Gary began watching ghost hunting shows. 
The electrical engineer noticed investigators using tools intended for the 
electrical trade. He decided to use his expertise to create a tool to measure EMF 
and temperature to be used specifically for ghost hunting. This first tool was the 
Mel Meter 8704. He named the device to honor his daughter, affectionately 
called Mel, and the numbers signify the year of her birth and death, 8704.
Gary began to use recorders, Mel Meters and a spirit box he created to 
communicate with the daughter he dearly missed. Activity was particularly 
prevalent on her birthday, February 14th. Each year, her family celebrated her 
birthday with a heart-shaped cake. After her death, the family continued this 
tradition and her presence was especially strong. Her father even was able to 
record her saying “Hi Daddy. I love you,” through the spirit box.
Since his first invention, he has continued to create more than 30 other tools, 
including REM-pods and spirit boxes. He employs a staff of six, in Ganby, 
Connecticut who build not only ghost hunting tools, but other tools with 
commercial and medical applications. A large percentage of the proceeds from 
the sales of Mel Meters benefit grief support charities.

___________________________________
Thanks Amy!  We intend to include more member articles in future newsletters!



Talk about another disappointment – c’mon Mother Nature!  As you may recall, 
at this time South Main does not have any electricity or plumbing.  Wearing 
gloves and coats indoors can make Spring cleaning a tricky endeavor!  Therefore,
we’ve been focusing on cleaning up the outside. 
 Fringe Paranormal’s Co-director Don has purged a massive patch of poison ivy 
vines growing up the side of the school and cut out some trees and limbs growing
up through the back fire escape.  He posted some pictures on the Haunted South 
Main School Facebook page and received lots of positive feedback.  We really 
want to thank the Bowling Green community and all of you who are here with us
at the beginning of our journey as the caretakers of South Main. 
Our goal with the school is to pursue our passion, paranormal investigating, and 
our interest in history.  Long before the school closed people reported strange 
unexplained activity.  Add to that South Main's prominent place in the history of 
Wood County and we have the perfect location to pursue both of our interests.  
We are currently conducting private and, on a limited basis, public ghost hunts. 
Funds raised are used to restore, renovate and maintain the school so that future 
generations will be able to visit.



Spring Syllabus
  

**Because of the lack of electricity and the cold weather, no public hunts are scheduled
yet.  As the weather warms, this could change.  Keep checking the Haunted South Main

Facebook page for updates**
April 21 & 22:  Haunted South Main represented by Fringe Paranormal at the St.
Joseph’s Hospital Paranormal Fair in Lorain Ohio.  Hosted by Tri C Paranormal. 
FREE admission with donation of canned food(s). For details check out the Old 
St. Joseph Hospital Psychic and Paranormal Fair (OHIO) Facebook page
April 28:  SPATS Paranormal visits the school for a private investigation
May 26:  South Main welcomes Weston Paranormal for their 10th Anniversary 
private investigation
June 30: Fringe Paranormal welcomes OSR Volunteers for a private 
investigation



Upcoming Projects
 Roof repair ~ leak abatement Electrical inspection

Any assistance with the school is appreciated.
We also accept donations or loans of items related to the school's history
(Photos, memorabilia, trophies, school supplies, teacher's supplies etc)

On Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/HauntedSouthMainSchool/
The Webpage; http://www.Hauntedsouthmainschool.wordpress.com

We welcome your questions and stories (paranormal and historical)

If you enjoy our newsletter please pass it along to a friend!

Don & Kelly


